The Globalisation of Corporate Governance? Reform Pressures and Processes
in an Era of Financial Crises

Colloquium
17-18 September 2008

Queen’s University Belfast
under the auspices of “Sox”
(Regulatory Regime Change in World Financial Markets: the case of Sarbanes Oxley),
an ESRC/World Economy and Finance Programme project
Location: Seminar Room 1, First Floor,

Institute of Governance and Public Policy
53-67 University Road, Belfast (almost facing main University Building)

PROGRAMME
Day 1: Wednesday 17 September

Session 1 (12.00): “Welcome and introductory remarks” (Sally Wheeler, chief investigator, Queen’s University Belfast, School of Law)

“Reconstructing Regulatory Regimes: Internal Control and the Quest for Corporate Control” (Justin O’Brien, CAPPE, ANU)
Session 2 (12.45): The Spread of Financialized Anglo-American Corporate Governance? Pressures, Prospects and Responses (Discussant/chair: Mel Dubnick)
(i) “Corporate Social Responsibility in a Neoliberal Age” (Paddy Ireland and Renginee Pillay, Kent Law School, Canterbury)

(ii) “The Political Economy of International Corporate Governance Principles: the Agency of International Organizations, the Inconsistencies of Neoliberalism and Limits to Anglo-American Hegemony” (Andrew Baker, Politics, Queen’s University Belfast)
Session 3 (14.30): “Sox” Case Study 1: Developments in the Anglo-American World (Discussant/ chair: Justin O’Brien)
(i) Case Study UK, “Watching the Watchers” (Sally Wheeler, Law, Queen’s University Belfast)

(ii) Case Study Republic of Ireland, “Elite Mobilisation and the Directors’ Compliance

Statement in the Republic of Ireland.” (Ciarán O’Kelly, Law, Queen’s University Belfast)

(iii) “What is the Impact of International Capital on the CSR Policy of a Small Open Economy” (Ciara Hackett, Law, Queen’s University Belfast)
(iv) Case Study Australia, “Did the Sox Fit? Australian Perceptions of Sarbanes Oxley” (George Gilligan and Ken Coghill, Business Law & Taxation/Management, Monash)
Session 4 (16.15): Recent Developments in UK Corporate Governance (Discussant/chair: Sally Wheeler)
(i) “Developing a Global Framework for Management Commentary Disclosure and its potential impact on the UK’s Business Review Requirements” (Charlotte Villiers, Law, Bristol)

(ii) “The End of ‘Comply or Explain’ in UK Corporate Governance?” (Marc Moore, Law, Bristol)

(iii) “Governance Reform Pressures and Processes in the NHS in Scotland” (Alice Belcher, Law, Dundee)

18.00 Close
Day 2, Thursday 18 September

Session 5 (10.00): “Sox” Case Study 2: Developments in Emerging Markets (Discussant/chair: Andrew Baker)
(i) Case Study Turkey, “Regulatory Regime Change in Turkish Financial Markets: the Reactive State with Domestic Coalitions” (Istemi Demirag, Accountancy, Queen’s University Belfast)

(ii) Case Study South Africa, "Understanding Corporate Governance Reform in South Africa: Anglo-American Divergence, The King Reports and Hybridization” (Stefan Andreasson, Politics, Queen’s University Belfast)
(iii) Case Study South Korea, “Corporate Governance Reforms in an Internationalised World: the Case of South Korea” (Xiaoke Zhang, Politics, Nottingham) [summary of findings by discussant].

Session 6 (11.40): The Recurrence of Financial Scandals and Crises: Reactive Regulation? (Discussant/chair: Justin O’Brien)
(i) “The Global Credit Crunch and International Financial Architecture: Governing Liquidity in the Age of Financial Innovation” (Anastasia Nesvetailova, Politics, City)

(ii) “Northern Rock and the Failures of Regulation and Corporate Governance: the Limits of Law in Financial Crises” (Roman Tomasic, Law, Durham)
13.00 Lunch
Session 7 (14.00): Future Directions and Overview (Chair: Sally Wheeler)
(i) “Accountability, Adam Smith and Policy Choice in World Financial Markets” (Mel Dubnick, Politics, New Hampshire)

(ii) Overview of “Sox” Project and Conference (Andrew Baker and Justin O’Brien)

(iii) Closing Remarks (Justin O’Brien)

15.30 Close
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